31 October 2019
Dear Parents
Charges Increase for 2020
The Board of Trustees continues to focus on ensuring that Thomas More College is positioned and recognised as the school
of choice. The traditional education model in South Africa has inherent limitations and in recognising that fact Thomas
More College has over the past few years embarked on the strategy of embracing 21st Century thinking, encouraging
creativity and incorporating relevant advances in technology into our educational offering. These initiatives, together with
continued investment in the look, feel and functional utility of the TMC high school classrooms provides an exciting and
enabling space for our learners to develop to their full potential. These initiatives have been well received and we continue
to retain and attract pupils to our school and are very proud of the quality and calibre of new teachers that have joined
Thomas More College over the past few years. It is relevant to note that 2020 sees close to record level pupil numbers in
the High School.
Thomas More College continues to strive to develop and shape well rounded young leaders that are well equipped to
embrace the rapidly changing world in which we live once they leave our school. The matric class of 2019 are a shining
example of young leaders in action with their initiatives and leadership having a positive impact on the entire school. The
leadership of the school have been humble enough to learn from our young leaders and the tutoring program initiated this
year is a legacy that will have lasting benefits into the future. Thomas More College is recognised as an educational
institution that shapes pupils that are well rounded, confident and that display a positive attitude and go on to become
valued members of society.
The Thomas More College academic results are impressive. The sports teams play at a high level with a wonderful positive
attitude and TMC enjoyed a high number of KZN representatives this past year. Our cultural activities continue to improve
and delight across the primary and high school.
As a school we are mindful of the challenging economic conditions that are facing the country and our Thomas More College
community. Given this background, the Board and Exco have been proactive in managing costs within their control over
the past few years that has enabled us to contain our charges. Despite double digit increases in areas beyond our control
such as utility charges for water and electricity etc., our average base increase for charges in 2020 will be between 7% and
7.5%.
The school fees for a particular grade are applicable if payment is made via
EFT or debit order, whereas other payment options are reflected on
Annexures 3 and 4 of this correspondence. It is relevant to note that our
fees are largely fully inclusive, unlike most other schools that incorporate a
large range of costly additional charges.
Last year we were proud to commission the new Shane Cuthbertson High
School classroom block that provided 4 additional classrooms. Recently we
were very proud to announce that TMC will be building an Indoor MultiPurpose Sports Facility to augment the facilities the school already offers. It
is expected that this wonderful facility will be complete during the last term
of 2020. A new Netball Court will also be built below the music school and is
already under construction. I remind you that this capital expenditure is not
funded out of school charges but out of the facilities levies received on
joining the school, fundraising initiatives, such as the Parents’ Council and
donations from Benefactors.

The operational aspects of Thomas More College have been run during 2019 by MANCO consisting of the Heads of the
three phases and the school’s Business Manager. The MANCO reports to the Board of Trustees. This structure has been
most effective and the Board is confident that this is an appropriate structure for TMC going forward. In recognition of the
de facto executive nature of this forum, MANCO is to be renamed EXCO from 2020.
In conclusion, I thank all of you for continued support of our wonderful school and for the Board of Trustees for their time
and contribution towards ensuring that Thomas More College remains a sustainable, relevant and important educational
institution for your child’s education.
Yours faithfully

W.D. Jaggard (Mr)
CHAIRMAN
The 2020 charges per grade are as follows:

CHARGES STRUCTURE
2020
ANNUAL

TERMLY

PER MONTH
(10 months)

Crèche

34 740

8 685

3 474

000

43 760

10 940

4 376

00

50 300

12 575

5 030

0

56 800

14 200

5 680

1

69 620

17 405

6 962

2

72 500

18 125

7 250

3

76 800

19 200

7 680

4

83 860

20 965

8 386

5

87 480

21 870

8 748

6

90 440

22 610

9 044

7

93 060

23 265

9 306

8

97 260

24 315

9 726

9

101 440

25 360

10 144

10

108 380

27 095

10 838

11

111 980

27 995

11 198

12

109 600*

27 400

10 960

*excludes IEB fee payable of R6 800
Payment Discounts
EARLY PAYMENT DISCOUNT
A discount of 5% is offered if the full year’s charges are paid in advance before Friday 6th December 2019, and 3% if paid
before Friday 24th January 2020.
We wish to thank each of you for your support for Thomas More College.
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GENERAL INFORMATION REGARDING 2020 PAYMENTS
DUE DATE FOR PAYMENT
Payments are due and payable on the first day of each term.
In terms of the Parent Contract the School reserves the right to exclude pupils from School if payments are not made in full
by the 30th day after the first day of term.
EARLY PAYMENT DISCOUNT
If total payments for 2020 are paid before 12.00 noon on Friday 6th December 2019, a discount of 5% will be applicable.
Your account will be credited in four equal amounts, one-quarter at the start of each term. If your payments are made in
full before Friday 24th January 2020, a discount of 3% will be applicable. This discount will be credited to your account as
follows:
1% - second term; 1% - third term; 1% - fourth term.
MONTHLY PAYMENTS
Payments may be made monthly by special arrangement with the Business Manager. Forms are available from Mrs. Angela
Swanson in the Accounts Department, on request ( 031 764 8686). Amounts over 30 days will incur interest charges
(see ‘INTEREST’ below).
DEBIT ORDERS
For your convenience the school offers the use of a monthly Debit Order service. This can be arranged by obtaining Debit
Order forms from Mrs. Ute Armitage in our Accounts Department ( 031 764 8662). A set amount (annual charges 10)
will be deducted from your bank account over 10 months, either January to October, or February to November. Please
remember that it is your responsibility to ensure that sufficient funds are available in your bank account. It is advisable
to include an amount over and above charges to cover payments for extras which may be added to your account.
NB: Amounts over 30 days will incur interest charges (see Point 6 below).

Debit Order forms must be returned before Friday 17th January 2020

PLEASE NOTE THAT DEBIT ORDER AGREEMENTS AND ELECTRONIC ARRANGEMENTS THROUGH THE SCHOOL MUST BE
RENEWED EACH YEAR AS CHARGES ARE ADJUSTED ANNUALLY.

INTEREST
Interest will be charged on all accounts over 30 days at the rate of 1.5% per month.
DIRECT DEPOSITS
We encourage direct deposits into the School’s bank account. When making such deposits please email a copy of the
deposit slip to Mrs Armitage, on uarmitage@thomasmore.co.za, clearly showing your name and school account number,
so that we can identify the depositor. We receive many unidentified deposits.
Our bank details are as follows:
Account Name:
Bank:
Branch:
Branch Code:
Account Number:

Thomas More College
First National Bank
Kloof
221526
62258238445
Please contact Mrs Armitage to discuss any account-related queries

CASH
Please note that for security reasons NO CASH will be accepted at the school for payments.
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We would like to inform you about various extra charges which may appear on your school account:
CLUB TMC
We encourage every family to participate in this fundraiser. The cost is R185 per term, with a draw each term, usually
during a social event. The First Prize is one term’s charges free (credited to the oldest child). Should you not wish to take
part, please contact Mrs. Armitage. The Club TMC is an important source of funds for the development of better facilities
at Thomas More College.
BUILDING LEVY
This is to assist with raising funds for the development of new and better facilities, and is charged termly at the rate of R125
per child. This only applies to children who started at Thomas More College before 31st December 2008.
ADDITIONALS
School photos, sports kit etc., may also be charged to your account, but your authorisation will first be sought for these.

LONG WALK
You will have heard about our annual Long Walk at the end of the first term. There is a nominal charge to cover our costs.
SCHOOL MAGAZINE
We provide a digital magazine annually which will be distributed to each family at no extra charge.

*********
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