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WEEKLY SCRIPTURE
When the 12 spies came back from Canaan with a bunch of grapes so big it had to be carried on a pole between two men, they also
brought back mixed reports of the foreign land. Ten of the spies were terrified by the powerful, giant -like people and their comments
spread fear amongst the Hebrews. The other two spies, Joshua and Caleb, were excited by the prosp ect of claiming this fertile land
promised to them by God and were convinced that they could conquer it.
Why did the 12 spies see the same sit uation so differently? Possibly the reason was that they viewed God differently.
Ten of the spies focused on the giants ahead , forgetting all that God had already done for them since leaving E gypt. Joshua and Caleb
however, focused on God and believed His promises, trusting that He would help them conquer these giants .
In our lives we often find ourselves in situations, where we are overwhelmed by the challenges or “giants” , forgetting that God is bigger
than any problem we face. Now, just as in Joshua and Caleb’s time, our view of God will determine how we respond to the challenges that
we inevitably face as we journey through life. The Lord is with us. Do not fear them.

Sandra Pooley

spooley@thomasmore.co.za
GENERAL NEWS
TMC Social Media
If you are on social media platforms (Facebook and Instagram ) and are not yet following Thomas More
College, please visit the following links to like, follow or share our pages with family and friends.
Facebook & Instagram

Not on Facebook or Instagram…visit the TMC
website to follow our Social Media content (even if

you are not on Social Media

https://www.thomasmore.co.za/social -media-feed/
Sunflower Fund - Topes of Hope
Topes are on sale @ R30 from the Great House Reception and Foundation
Phase Reception. Pupils will be able to wear their Topes with their school
uniform on Friday 20 September. Stock is limited so please get yours soon to
support this worthy cause.
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MESSAGE FROM THE HIGH SCHOOL HEADMASTER

fferen
Our humanity fascinates me. To BE human – like any other thing we encounter daily, our humanity can actually slip into our subconscious
to the point where our daily humdrum eviscerates it from our consciousness, as it is something we simply have.
The likes of Archbishop Tutu and Martin Luther King Jnr remind us that our humanity (an oftentimes -abstract concept) is inextricably
linked with each other’s humanity. So, something that is fundamentally and uniquely mine is interwoven with something that is
fundamentally and uniquely yours, whether we like it or not, and whether we understand it or not , or even whether we know each other
or not. This can be, depending on the individual’s capacity for self -reflection and po ssibly allowing oneself to dabble with vulnerability ,
a singularly frightening truth or a singularly liberating truth.
Yes, I bemoan that global political leadership (I generalise here a bit, admittedly) often relies on leveraging our differenc es to score
cheap political points. Immorally significant sums of money are ploughed into such campaigns and messaging. And this messagin g is
designed to negate our connected humanity; divide and conquer the masses lest they realise their
connectedness and shared humanity which would render the purveyors of divisive rhetoric redundant .
It will take a generation to change this. It will take a gen eration that values a truth that asserts that
everyone’s truth has value. It will take a generation that moves beyond excuses , that meets our challenges
head-on with a collective will to affect solutions, that looks beyond conflicting dogma to see our connected
humanity because of our diversity, not despite it. But, let us not wait a generation to
explore this truth. May we all commit ourselves fully to our own and, subsequently,
each other’s humanity. Let us role model the possibility of being vulnerable, of seein g
beyond our differences, of seeing potential and possibility in ourselves and each
other.
In closing, I am sure that all of our Grade 8 -11 children have enjoyed their respective
activities this week, and that our Grade 12s continue to remain calm and focused as
they forge ahead with their Preliminary examinatio ns.
I wish you all a wonderful weekend and blessed week ahead.

Dave Wiggett
HS Headmaster
dwiggett@thomasmore.co.za

NEWS FROM THE PRIMARY SCHOOL HEADMISTRESS
Thank you very much to al l those pupils who donated cat and dog food and
blankets for the KZN Valley Dogs - it is much appreciated.
We are very proud of our athletes who excelled last Friday and Saturday in
Pietermartizburg in the Inter-Zonal round of the KZN Christian Schools’ athletics
meeting. 23 of them have been chosen to represent the KZN Christian Schools’
team to compete in Sasolburg on Friday 20 and Saturday 21 September. Thanks
to those staff who are willing to accompany them, as well as to all those who
have coached them or been instrumental in any way.
Congratulations are also in order for our cross-country runners who competed in
Newcastle last Saturday. They too did very well. Thank you to Mr Wiborg for accompanying them.
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The Grade 6 youngsters enjoyed their
Grade trip to Drakensville and many
made new friends and learnt new skills.
A huge thank you once again to the
Grade Head, Mrs McCreedy, the Grade 6
teachers, Mrs Fuhri and Mr Lang , and to
Ms Goosen and Mr Wiborg who
accompanied them- it is truly valued!
Very well done to our Grade 4 and 5
pupils on their individual speech and
drama entries as well as on the Grade
choral verses. We obtained three A+s in
Grade 4 and two A+s and one A in Grade
5.Thank you especially to Mrs Jansen and
Mr Ganasen in this regard.
Congratulations to our Robotics teams
and to Mrs Kim Nicholas. 3 of our
Primary School teams have been invited
to take part in the WRO national event
taking place in Johannesburg at the
Ticketpro Dome on 28 September.
In the Elementary category we have 2 teams namely: Loading… (Joshua Fitzpatrick
and James Harrison) and The Bobs (Greg Chatterton, Lwazi Gumede and PJ Snyman )
In the Junior category we have 1 team: Undecided (Kaeuren Naidoo and Karl Wilhelm)
Auditions for the Grade 4 and 5 Sunset Proms takes place next week on Tuesday 10 and Wednesday 11 September. This delightful
event takes place next term in the hall on 18 October.
Please avail yourself of the opportunity to pop in to the Mackenzie Centre next week, from Tuesday until Thursday, to see our Grade 7
Science Expo . This is a worthwhile project, the culmination of many hours of hard work from our Grade 7s guided by Mr Moolman, and
is well worth a visit, not only from the present Grade 7 families, but also from the Grade 6’s - to get some inspiration for their projects
next year. Parents, and pupils in other grades, accompanied either by their parents or teachers, are also welcome to attend.
Thank you to Mrs Ra masamay and Mr Ganasen for orga nising a whole day vis it to the Hilton Arts Festival next week Friday 12 September
for our Grade 6 and 7 choir and marimba members . This promises to be a most enjoyable day outing with special perfo rmances in
various performing arts geared especially for young people. We believe they will have a great time and will be further inspired and
invigorated.
There is also Toppies ‘n Tots next Friday for our Grade 4 to 7 pupils . This is always a very special event with much bonding of parents
with their children. Thank you to Mr Moolman, the overall organizer.
Unfortunately, not all our youngsters are wearing their school uniform with pride - or even wearing it correctly! We constantly have to
nag some of the boys about having their haircut - as stipulated in our code of conduct.
In the case of girls, hair that is over the collar in length should be tied up - using the plain TMC black or whit e accessories.
Regulation black school shoes should be worn daily.
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Correct track tops is another issue. ONLY the TMC official track top is permitted (zipped up), and/or the grey TMC jersey. N o blankets.
If it is a really cold day, children should be wea ring their full tracksuit, with their jersey under the top to keep them warm. The tracksuit
pants are not permitted to be worn only with the jersey. Tracksuits tops are also an essential item to wear to sport matches, where
the entire team is meant to be s porting one before the event starts. The black rain jacket is for rainy days only, and was never intended
for daily use or use in the classrooms, nor may it be worn as such. Please therefore do not allow your child to wear it to sc hool on
colder days.
Correct attire also needs to be worn to sport practices, with either the grey TMC t -shirt, or the match shirt (if they have enough) and
either short white socks or the TMC socks - no fancy designs, colours and patterns. TMC tour hoodies are not permitted to be worn.
Gum guards and shin pads should also be worn for hockey, and shin guards are also compulsory for soccer , whether
for practices or matches. A no gum guard/no shin-pad play programme is followed.
We are proud of our school, and our pupils and a ll we stand for and do not want to hear any disparaging comments
when children fail to comply with school dress or hair codes. We thus ask you to support us in ensuring our pupils
wear their uniforms correctly, with pride as well -balanced, happy and confident TMC ambassadors
Wishing you all the best for the week ahead.
Barbara Taljard
PS Headmistress
btaljard@thomasmore.co.za

ACADEMIC, SPORT & CULTURE ACHIEVEMENTS
Please remember to submit your child’s achievements to the Deputy Head (re: Academics) cultural or sports
HOD in your phase for inclusion in the weekly newsletter.
Weekly Achievers
Sponsored by Roman’s Pizza (Kloof). We encourage our families to please support Roman’s as a token of
appreciation for all that they do for Thomas More College.
1M

Veerav Balaram for your beautiful manners, kind heart, and for listening carefully and trying your best. You shine, Veerav!. We
are so proud of you.
Anathi Zondo for trying hard and working neatly in her books. We are proud of you Anathi.

1R

Liam Reddy for his amazing manners and cheerful greeting each day. Thank you for your cheerful start to the school morning !
Zenande Ndawo for really trying to complete all her tasks neatly and for the enthusiasm she shows during her school day.

1S

Sophia Cai for the extra care and consistent effort she puts in to make her work beautiful and for teaching us all new paperfolding skills.
Liam Labuschagne for his quick thinking Maths skills and for writing interesting sentences. Well done.

2D

Emma Barends for her improved confident nature and warm kindness towards others.
Allegra Browne for her outstanding work ethic, delightful manners and warm friendship to all.

2K

2R

Tarryn Lötter for her hard working, determined approach in all that she does. I appreciate your quiet, consistent attitude. I
am proud of you!
Tayla McGregor for her consistent and concerted effort in all areas of learning. I love that you are enthusiastic and motivated
to learn, keep this up.
Taylen Hunt for improved layout and neatness in her books. Keep this up!
Chanel Makaya for her dynamic and enthusiastic approach to sch ool and for the improvement in homework completion. Keep
this up.
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3B

Yasthira Naidoo for her commitment to her schoolwork and for always choosing kind words and actions when she is with her
peers.
Rohin Shiba for his good sentence writi ng, his kind words and for being a kind friend.

3P

Lubanzi Dlamini for always being a kind and gentle friend.
Isabella Barnard for her beautiful work presentation and an enthusiasm for learning.

3V

4J

Esethu Nene for consistently achieving his best results in all his classwork. I am proud of his efforts. Well done Esethu, yo u
are a good example.
Cameron Young for having shown tremendous interes t in our theme on wildlife this term and has made valuable and interesting
input during lessons.
Matthew Donnelly for his easy going and gentle manner which makes him a good friend.

4D

Tristan Steenkamp for his positive attitude and helpful nature.

4C

Amahle Phakathi for trying so hard in her Maths.

5M

Shae Mathews for her diligent approach to her schoolwork and for always giving of her best.

5Mc

Oops…we’ll follow up on this award.

5vL

Ben Frankenfeld for his cheerful, fun -loving, caring nature and for always being a good friend.

6F
6L

Away on Grade trip.

6M
7J

James Köhne - for his improved attitude to his school and work and helpful nature.

7CH

Jenna Alexander for her happy friendly nat ure and support in the classroom.

7M

Ben Hoogerheijde for always trying his best and his spirit of overcoming adversity.

7C

Qhawekazi Madlala for her competitive yet humble nature.

Robotics
3 Primary School teams have been invited to take p art in the WRO national event taking place in JHB at the Ticketpro Dome on 28
September. In the Elementary category we have 2 teams : Loading…Joshua Fitzpatrick and James Harrison and The Bobs Lwazi Gumede
PJ Snyman, Greg Chatterton. In the Junior category we have 1 team Undecided Karl Wilhelm and Kaeuren Naidoo.
Some more hard work continues . These participants work on the challenge on Wednesday nights, in the afternoons and over weekends.
We wish them luck in the weeks to come.
Karate
Congratulations to Axel Giddy on receiving a Gold medal in the Budo-do Karate tournament held at Benjamin Pine on 17 August.
KZN Soccer
Congratulations to Lucy Lee, Taylor Cheary and Ashley Serfontein on their selection to represent KZN girls in the Soccer in an open
tournament on 12 & 13 September. We have no doubt you will do us proud.
We would like to congratulate the following boys for being selected for the following KZN soccer teams - well done boys:
U16A: Luyanda Mlambo
U16A: Luthando Ndlovu
U19B: Sibaphiwe Khanyile
Dance
Congratulations to Dayna Deeble on her qualification to dance for the prestigious Mable Ryan Award this Sunday. She is one o f 9 girls
in KZN to have been selected. Well done, and all the best Dayna.
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International Abacus and Mental Arithmetic
We are very excited for the upcoming G AJSMA International Abacus and Mental Arithmetic Championship, which will be taking place in
Dubai on 29 September. Vasilios Kapnias and 14 other Abagility Maths Club children representing South Africa through AMSASA. We
would like to wish all our competitors the very best for their trip. They have been practising very hard for the competition - at this
level the responsibility lies with them to practice daily and improve their speed and time s, this take commitment and dedication. We
wish Vasilios all the very best for the competition in Dubai.
Equestrian
The SANESA awards dinner was held at the Secret
Garden on Saturday 31 Aug. Both Arabella
Balidis (High School) and Naomi Easson (Primary
School) were honoured for the selection to
represent KZN for SANESA at Nationals at the
end of September.We wish Arabella all the best
when she travels up to Misty Meadows at the end
of the month. Naomi will unfortunately not be
competing. It was fitting that both these riders,
as the main contributors to points for Thomas
More College were present to receive awards for
the school. Arabella accepted the trophy for
Thomas More College High Sch ool as the winners
of Category F (9-12 combinations) and Naomi
Easson accepted the trophy for Thomas More
College Primary School as the winners of
Category G (5-8 combinations).Congratulations
to all the riders who contributed to achieving
these results for Thomas More!

QUICK LINKS / WHATS ON

Aca d e m i c C a l e n da rs

S p o rti n g / C u l tu ra l Ca le n d a rs

P o rta l s
PARENT

STUDENT

ALUMNI

D6 School
Communicator
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