
We wish to turn it into a day for celebrating 
your time spent at Thomas More College 
whilst providing the opportunity to catch up 
with staff members, fellow Past Pupils and 
Current Pupils. Association Day 2015 was 
the first step in this metamorphosis and the 
aspects that the weather allowed were a 
resounding success. 

The day began with the PPA AGM, which was 
well supported, and I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank those familiar faces that 
support us at this critical formality every year! 
This year we were privileged to induct René 
Missen and Allan Chandler as Honorary Life 
Members. Two more deserving and dedicated 
servants to both Thomas More College and 
the Past Pupils’ Association you would be 
hard-pressed to find. On behalf of all of our 
members, as most of you do not know the 
extent of their service, I would like to thank 
both Allan and René for their exceptional 
and continued support! We unfortunately 
bid farewell to committee member, Denisha 
Maistry, who is unable to continue to assist 
us due to work commitments. Deni has been a 
valuable member over the last 6 years and she 
will be sorely missed. Lastly, we were pleased 
to add a new committee member to our ranks. 
As a former Head Boy we are certain that 
Ross Belman will be a valuable addition to our 
Committee and we look forward to working 
with him. 

Unfortunately due to persistent rain which 
continued up until the morning of Association 
Day we were not able to move ahead with the 
introduction of the family day aspect we had 
planned, nor were we able to play Netball due 
to the slipperiness of the courts. However all 
other aspects were incredibly well-supported, 
none more so than The Coffee Shop, which did 
some fairly decent business as a result of the 
inclement weather! 

For the first time in recent history, the Past 
Pupil Teams won in more of the sporting 
codes than they lost – Men’s Hockey, Men’s 
Waterpolo and Ladies’ Waterpolo to be 
precise! Not bad for ‘the old folks’! We were 
also incredibly pleased to see the number of 
Past Pupils who popped by just to meet others, 
or to visit the campus, or to try and catch up 
with old teachers. In essence this is the point 
of Association Day, so it was a pleasure to see 
it happen!

We hope to see many of you at Association 
Day 2016 where you will not only enjoy 
our new format, but rediscover many of the 
reasons why Thomas More College is such a 
special, unique school!
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The ambition of the Past Pupils’ Association has, for several  
years now, been to revamp and re-invigorate Association Day.

ASSOCIATION DAY
Past Pupils’



Thank you from allan Chandler for The SpeCial ediTion moorCoCk ChroniCle 
dediCaTed To hiS 20 yearS of ServiCe To ThomaS more ColleGe...

Dear Ladies and Gentleman,

There are very few words to adequately describe 
the treasure chest of memories that you have put 
together for me. 

Thank you from the bottom of my heart! The 
special chronicle has already brought many tears 
and emotion and shall remain in my heart for the  
rest of my life.

Love and best wishes, 
Allan

After a period of dormancy, it was decided that the PPA Mentorship Program 
would be re-established in 2015. The program is designed to provide Grade 
11 pupils with valuable work experience by placing them in businesses 
owned and run by past pupils. In October of this year, a number of TMC 
pupils undertook a 3 day internship under the watchful eye and guidance 
of past pupils. The feedback was both positive and encouraging and the 
program will be expanded during the course of 2016 and the network 
of participating past pupils will be widened to ensure a broader scope of 
potential careers are included.  

If you are interested in supporting this programme please 
contact Rae Griesel:  rgriesel@thomasmore.co.za  031 7648640

& Grade 11 Work experience 

Mentorship
T H O M AS  M O R E  CO L L EG E
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Allan Chandler (1996 – 2015)
of fond memories20 Years

As a former pupil of Allan Chandler’s, I have 

had the privilege to experience him both as a 

teacher and thereafter I would be honoured 

to call him a friend. That being said, the extent 

of his passion for life and teaching that I 

discovered when preparing this tribute is truly 

awe-inspiring.

Prior to taking up the post of Deputy Head-

master at Thomas More in January 1996, Allan 

Chandler, or Snakes as was his nickname, had 

previously held the post of Headmaster at 

Rossburgh, as well as Deputy Headmaster at 

DHS. In 2006 he became Senior Master of the 

High School at Thomas More College, followed 

by the promotion to Headmaster in 2009.

Allan is a hugely passionate History teacher 

who holds the lofty position of History subject 

convenor for the IEB. In the words of one of 

my questionable compatriots ‘He showed 

his calibre as an amazing teacher by making 

such a boring subject entirely memorable 

for me’. Allan will feel the full force of that 

obtuse compliment when I relate that the 

lady in question is now a teacher herself, 

who teaches history, amongst other subjects 

to Primary School pupils. In addition, Allan 

also teaches Drama to Grade 8 pupils and 

has always been a fervent supporter of the 

cultural aspects of education. To complete the 

educational ideal that he embodies, Allan has 

also coached cricket, hockey and rugby all at 

first team level, and is a huge proponent of an 

active outdoor lifestyle.

In 2012 Allan further served Thomas More 

College by authoring the addition of the 

latter 10 years (2012 - 2012) to the History of 

Thomas More College to Mike Leffler’s original 

history (1962 - 2012 which was republished 

in 2013.

Allan’s success is well known in the teaching 

profession where he is currently the KZN 

representative on the IEB National Executive 

Committee. 

Allan has been married to his wife Angela for 

36 years. Together they have contributed even 

more to the Thomas More College family by 

educating their son, Michael at Thomas More. 

With his father as an example it is no wonder 

that Michael is now a qualified Mechanical 

Engineer, living and working in Johannesburg.

My husband and I both owe our very different 

careers to Allan Chandler for the same reason. 

In standard 8, having chosen History as one 

of my subject choices, I sat down in Allan’s 

class and was told we were to write essays 

from now onwards. As an ‘A‘ English student, 

and a cocky one at that, I was not worried. I 

proceeded to turn in a completed essay only 

to have it marked and returned with the only 

‘E’ I have ever received. It was the shock of 

my life. Allan then spent the next 3 years 

painstakingly teaching us how to compose a 

justified, logical, scientific essay based in fact 

that would support our points. 

It is one of the most meaningful lessons I 

have ever learnt. When preparing this tribute 

I asked Mark for his memories of Allan and 

he proceeded to tell me a very similar story. I 

am now a BioMedical Scientist, and Mark is a 

CAD Draughtsman with a Diploma in Nature 

Conservation. That one skill that Allan taught 

us both has without doubt enabled us to get 

to where we are now, and if you questioned 

Allan’s other students I am certain you would 

hear similar stories.

Allan will complete 2 decades of service  

when he retires at the end of the year. In  

those 20 years he will have used Basil,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Mertyl and their Peanut Butter Sandwiches  

to explain many vastly different concepts 

to thousands of students. He will have 

forced those students to take a different view 

on learning by standing on top of their desks, 

or goose-stepping around the campus. He will 

have left his memory ingrained as a strict, but 

fair teacher and will leave an indelible mark 

on those pupils, as well as the very fabric of 

Thomas More College.

I would like to end by saying that such was and 

is my respect for him that it has taken me 13 

years and many raised eyebrows and pointed 

Ms Zietsman’s from him to call him Allan 

instead of Mr Chandler. He will forever figure 

in my mind and the minds of my compatriots 

and his colleagues as a passionate, dedicated 

and truly loyal educationist.

Allan we are privileged to honour you as a 

truly loyal servant to this beautiful school 

of ours. You figure prominently as a major 

contributing factor to the Proud Past Pupil in 

all of us and we cannot say thank you enough. 

You will be sorely missed!

Melanie kuster (née Zietsman)   

class of 2002

PPA CHAIRPERSON
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Andrew McGibbon (Class of 1999)

Andrew McGibbon (Class of 1999) has worked in SA, primarily 
in Durban, as a Professional Photographer and relocated to 
London a year ago. 

Since then he has had his photos on all the London Billboards 
and underground as he did this year’s Battersea Dog Campaign 
photos of dogs. Andrew will appear in the “Top 200 Advertising 
Photographers of the World” book which will be published later 
this year.  

SnippetsPAST PUPIL

eMMA von bArdeleben

Emma von Bardeleben immigrated with her family at 
the end of 2014 at the end of her Grade 10 year.

Dear Allan and staff of Thomas More College

It gives me great pleasure to advise you that Emma von 
Bardeleben was voted College Leader (Head Girl) of Mercedes 
College in Adelaide today. We are extremely proud of her 
achievements but wanted to thank you for preparing her and 
giving her the confidence to stand for this position. Her time 
at TMC has certainly made an indelible mark on her life and 
has allowed her to grow into a mature and loving young adult 
we see today. She will make you proud too.

Thank you, warmest regards 
Caron & Carl von Bardeleben

wesley bohAtA (Class of 2010)

Wesley Bohata was selected to be a part of the SA men’s water polo team to travel 
to Kazan, Russia to participate in the 2015 FINA World Aquatics Championships. 
Being his third world champs he was very excited to grow as a player and play a 
role in the country’s success. In the group stages they played Argentina (won 10-6), 
Hungary (lost 14-7) and Kazakhstan (lost 14-3). Their  win against Argentina was 
the first group stage match the men’s side has ever won and this guaranteed them 
top 12. In the knockout stages they  played Australia (lost 17-1), Brazil (lost 16-5) 
before playing their  final placing game against Kazakhstan where they  made a 
huge improvement only losing 11-7. The final placing of 12th was the highest any 
SA men’s side has ever placed and being the only amateur side at the competition, 
this was a fantastic result.

 Personally, Wesley felt the tournament was his best per-
formance as a national player and being able to contribute 
more and more with each tournament is a great 
confidence booster. Kazan was an amazing experience 
and his favourite world champs thus far. He is extremely 
proud to have been a part of a record breaking side and 
looks forward to the exciting future their team has.

John boulle
Thomas More is a great school, where I learnt exactly what He stood 

for in the school motto “Vincit omnia veritas”. I have tried to live this 

out my whole life and I am sure other scholars have benefitted, like 

me, from this great institution. I was at Thomas More 1964 to 1971 

under Robin Savory, Chris Hurley and Bill Pickering.



SnippetsPAST PUPIL

Jeff telfer (Class of 2002)

Jeff Telfer (Class of 2002)  works for Rio Tinto as a Geotechnical Engineer based at the Paraburdoo 
Iron Ore Mine in the Pilbara region of Western Australia, deep in the Australian outback! He 
works 9 days and flies back to Perth for 5 days off. “It is pretty warm out here, in mid-summer the 
temperatures regularly get up to 45°C and yes, there are quite a few flies.”

Paraburdoo mine is about 35 years old, has approximately 32 open pits and is continually growing. 
The pits extend over a distance of 35km’s and as a geotechnical engineer my role is to carry out 
pit slope stability monitoring, identify geotechnical hazards (like rock fall or land slide failures) and 
optimise the open pit design.

For 6 months of 2014 Jeff was lucky enough to be selected for a secondment to Rio Tinto’s Rossing 
Mine in Namibia based out of Swakopmund.  He spent the 6 month period learning from the 
geotechnical team in Namibia and teaching them some methods that are used in Australia. It was 
an awesome experience for him. Namibia is a beautiful country with great people and excellent 
wildlife.

He is currently studying an MBA by distance learning as being based at a mine site provides a good 
opportunity to study because there is free time in the evenings to get through the course content. 
It makes for some busy, but productive days.

Congratulations to  
Zuriel (Class of 2002)  
& lindsay naiker  

on the birth of their daughter  
Mila Sophie Naiker  

on 13 april 2015.

Jenna Chang  
née Fogarty  

(Class of 2002) along 
with her husband, 
david Chang 

welcomed their son  
oliver DaNiel 

ChaNg into the world 
on 16 May 2015.

Congratulations to  
david & Jodi hill  

née Bell (Both class of 2002) 
on the birth of their daughter 

DayNa elizaBeth hill  
on 23 July 2015.

Jeff Telfer  (Class of 2002)  
and ashleigh Willer a fellow  

african (from zambia) living in perth,  
australia got engaged recently.

Jodi hodgskin (Class of 2002)  
recently got engaged to riCardo arauJo

The pair live in london and are happily 
planning their South african wedding.

Engagements

iT’S a 

BoY

BIrThS



MAtthew willMAn 

(Class of 1997)

Gifford duMiny 
(Class of 2012)

JAMes lees (Class of 2002)

Surprise visit to TMC by  Bryce Bosse  (Class of 2002)Bryce with Gail Purdon – SP Teacher



Chris Habberton  
Oh yeah!

Gelson de Castro Days that will never be forgotten...  
Mr. Habberton The best principal I have had man that guy  
he was like father to us.

Ayanda Yogi Luthuli Mr Habberton dayz and Mr Brooks 
...... Legend’s For Life.......

Nsika Mbatha  
Daamn I miss this place.

Briggitta Morck  
Those were the days ...

Graeme Selvan  
I slept in that house for 2 years!

Kate Visser  
Part of my youth and going to be part of my child’s …

Dalisu Mncube  
Third left window from the left was my view.

Genevieve Akal Tyron Akal - tell me the Great House  
isn’t begging to be a horror a movie set?

Kwame Mokoena  
This brings back such fond memories.

Sandi Bird  
What memories!

Leigh-Anne Bond Such a special place....More than  
just a school.

Michael James Maxwell Those dormitory windows where  
us boarders looked east to the freedom of the City... 

Shelley Turner Steen SIMPLY THE BEST .... Look how  
Class of 1983 turned out!!!!!! And we’re all still friends  
after 32 years!!!

Debbie Snyman  
Those were good years.

Jonathan Gunthorp  
A very, very good vintage.

Mark Francis Kirkbride  
Who you calling “vintage” Jono?

Jen Tapsell We got up to some serious mischief in this place ... 
As for “The Girls Room” ... Hahaha

Sipho Ngcongo  
I’m still at this place! Can u belive it?

James Becker Living in this building for 4 years were the 
happiest of my childhood. I think Mr Holmes rotated me through 
just about every dorm but DAMN the place was a pit on Sunday 
even

Yvonne De Beer-Goorhuis I THINK I remember you, James 
Becker! Certainly remember Mr Holmes... a man of distinction!

Howard Long  My home for about 3 years. Best times of my 
life. Mischief???  never.  I also remember the dungeons at the 
back.  Really scary going down at night. Our art teacher at that 
time was Mr Wilmot, aka Monkey.

Christopher Boast Here is a photo of boarders and day  
boys taken by Mr Deeks during the first year the school  
opened - 1962.

 

Laura Nutten Good times x

Merice Roopram Good memories!!!  And Mr Holmes...

Trish Keogh Nichol  Some really great years. If only I live 
closer I would love my daughter to experience life at TMC.

our fACebooK Profile PiCture... 
led to these responses from past pupils



this Photo froM 1999... 
led to these responses on facebook

Sean Charteris You guys are awesome. I went for  
a walk around TMC today. I miss those days.

Sandi Bird  
No ways!! Unreal. Wonderful times.

Regan Stander  
Oh man. Those were the days.

Carol Gibbons Omg Bridget Kearey Roath you haven’t 
changed a bit!

Aubs Dun  
Nice tie sof, lol

Shelley Turner Steen Hey!!! Mimi!!! How come we  
didn’t have a “Matric Dance Committee” in 1983?  
We just fought & argued in the classroom!

Gerry Tanner  
Lovely photo.

Yvonne De Beer-Goorhuis Oh great. So many happy  
memories of that place!

Vicky Lawless-Mitchell Tim Buckley what does a  
“Dance Committee” do?

Joanna Fabian  
Haha love this pic!! Good times xx

Monica McAnally Museler You look like u are up to  
something girlie!

Joanne Venter  
Great times, not a care in the world.

Bridget Kearey Roath Haha good memories from  
back in the day.

Kerry Fontana This made my day! So funny! Don’t think 
anything was achieved the last meeting.

Geraldene Victor du Plessis Can always point a  
du Plessis out. Beautiful girl that she is and will always be.

Mimi Wilms 
 A walk in the past BEST dance committee EVER!

Nikki Mullins  
Timmerman Blast from the past. Good times.

Sofia Corral Dunifon Woow. Time has flown by.  
Great memories. I miss RSA.

Petra Conrads  
What did we even do??

Andrew Kerr Petra we ran the Tuck Shop and Sean and I 
counted the money we made.

Petra Conrads  
That’s hilarious!

Sandi Bird  
Special times! Great memories. x



Sean Charteris Hello friends! It is awesome that I am still 
connected with almost all of you and can tag you in this picture.  
Please tag Patrick Dwyer, Lauren Cook, Lisa Scheepers, Fuzzy 
and the girl to the right of her as well if you are connected to 
them. Humongous love, Seano.

Hayley Stewart  
Rejoice!

Mfanelo Buthelezi  
That would be me Mfanelo Buthelezi

Kirsty Dewrance  
Good times, good times.

Yvonne De Beer-Goorhuis And I thought you were the shy, 
quiet type... not the ones looking for BABES! Lovely, thanks  
Sean Charteris... There are a lot of faces here I remember well!

Lorna Jean Slowley  
Stacey-Lynn Voges you have not changed!

Lee Berry  
Wow. There are some old faces.

Tilisha Govender  
from the archives!

Sean Charteris Rejoice, I remember now! I searched for 
“Joy” - I was so close. I also searched for “good looking” but 
Facebook doesn’t selectively filter out the prettiest, but if it 
did, my search would have been made easier and I would have 
found you 

Michael Eberle  
No Seanis. The babes were surrounded by you!

Nick Chadwick  
looking good seaniserus.

Doreen Harvey Palmer  
Gareth Moerdyk so cute!!!

Andrew Kerr  
I was surrounded by Patrick D and yourself by  
Zuriel Naiker Sean!

this Photo of the Choir froM 2000... 
led to these responses on facebook



The School for al l  Seasons 
www.thomasmore.co.za  

Editor: Rae Griesel 
rgriesel@thomasmore.co.za“Help your school help you”.

For more info, please contact Rae.

LonG WaLk  ......................
...............  Saturday 5 March

GoLf Day  ......................
........................

..  Friday 6 May

PUB QUIZ  .......................
........................

. Friday 13 May

CoUntry faIr .......................
.............  Saturday 30 July

PUB QUIZ .......................
.....................  Friday 26 August

aSSoCIatIon Day ...................  Saturday 10 September

GrEyVILLE nIGht raCInG  .......... Friday 18 November 

2016
CaLEnDar of EVEntS

Please e-mail me if you have any personal details 
to update,  or any news you would like us to 
publish in our chronicle.     

rae Griesel

yoUr DEtaILSUpdate

Brendon Baxter; Bianca Smit; Hanna Denisiuk; Reece Coetzer;  Gaby Rautenbach; Shannon Young; Olivia Hamilton; Kayla de Chalain; Lauren Gitelson; Jared Harker; Chris Joubert; Jeremy King;  Mark Orpwood; Lara Panton; Travis Redman; Yvonne Volschenk; Jonathan Maxwell; Devon Mackie; Tarryn Bell; Jason Petzer;  Leah Sim; Robyn Meikle; Lori Webster; Megan Willemsen;  John Banfield; Garason Griesel; Sheldon Hartmannsgruber;  Siphesihle Ngcobo; Wesley Parry.

since Grade O

Together

Thomas More College

Archive Collection 
If you have pics, clothes,  
documents to donate, 

Stories to tell... Please do so...
RAE GRIESEL

031 7648640 
 rgriesel@thomasmore.co.za


